SUNY Orange 2010 Sustainability Teaching Guide 


	Topic of Lesson
	Campus Sustainability Initiatives on College Campuses
Unit Plan

	Course Title 


	Reading and Study Skills 2 RDG 080

	Posted by/ 

person to contact
	Deborah Chedister     deborah.chedister@sunyorange.edu

	Instructor comments/ rationale as to how/why this topic fits into course
	This library project infuses the topic of sustainability into student coursework and also meets several of the course student learning outcomes.

	Concept/topic to teach
	Students are introduced to doing research using sustainability issues as topics

	Learning outcomes
	English Dept: student will “demonstrate an increase in vocabulary development, develop and apply reading comprehension skills, construct both written and oral summaries of texts, develop and apply a note taking system for class lectures and textbooks, develop and use library skills”

	Reading Assignment
	SUNY Orange database articles, books, newspaper and journal articles

	Preparation 

Materials
	Preliminary information includes: finding a topic that focuses on one specific way in which colleges, including this one, are “Going Green” The report will include how the initiative is implemented, benefits and drawbacks and whether SUNY Orange is now participating in this specific initiative or has plans to do so.

	Activity

Introduction

         Activity
Closure
	Over the course of several class sessions: class is given a library orientation, go to the computer lab to find database articles on their topic, are instructed in the use of Cornell note taking, which is to be used to take notes from references, is instructed in evaluating web sources as well as MLA documentation for a works cited page.
In addition to the approximately two page typed report, students are assigned to include eight vocabulary words found from their readings with definitions. Students also are assigned to turn in their original sources and Cornell note sheets.

Finally, students make a brief informal presentation to the class about their findings.

	Assessment/evaluation or follow up
	The students seemed to be surprised (as well as their teacher) at the numerous environmental initiatives going on in higher education including SUNY Orange.
Some of the topics presented were: aluminum recycling, energy conservation, campus gardens, heating and air conditioning, paper conservation, composting, solar panels, computer usage, pest management, water conservation, electricity conservation, and wind turbines

	Relationship to sustainability
	The choice of topics was in response to SUNY Orange’s Global Initiative for Sustainability.

	Additional resources
	Web sites about campus sustainability: www.secondnature.org; www.nrc-recycle.org/curc.aspx; www.nwf.org; 


