SUNY Orange 2010 Sustainability Teaching Guide 


	Topic of Lesson
	Climate Change Outreach Project

	Course Title 


	Environmental Conservation (BIO148)

	Posted by/ 

person to contact
	Dr. Joseph Zurovchak

	Instructor comments/ rationale as to how/why this topic fits into course
	Since climate change is predicted to affect water supplies in the Hudson Valley region, understanding climate change is important in discussing water quality issues, which is the central focus of this course.

	Concept/topic to teach
	Communicating climate change knowledge, especially that pertaining to the Hudson Valley, to Orange County residents, in partnership with the Orange County Water Authority and the CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities

	Learning outcomes
	1) Understand more fully what climate change is, why it is occurring, and what its potential impacts are in the Hudson Valley region.

2) Communicate these facets of understanding to a segment of the Orange County population of the student’s choosing in a media format of the student’s choosing.

	Reading Assignment
	See accompanying documents:  

1) EPA Summary of Climate Change Science

2) Key Concepts for Climate Change Literacy (drafted by Allen Frei, Director of CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities)

3) Illustrations for Climate Change Outreach Project  (developed by Allen Frei, Director of CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities)

	Preparation 

Materials

Time
	None, other than obtaining documents noted above

Coordination with Allen Frei and Carina Molnar (Outreach Coordinator, CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities, may be necessary to update information to be disseminated and obtain more guidance with the project.

	Activity

Introduction

Activity

Closure
	Brief students on nature and timeline of project; students can work alone or in small groups (<3 students)

Phase I (1 week duration):  Students read documents noted above and consult other resources as necessary; students generate short list of 2-3 target audiences (e.g., a particular college, primary or secondary school, town, club, civic organization, etc. in the Orange County area) and at >2 methods of dissemination (e.g., electronic presentation, pamphlet, website, poster, etc.)

Phase II (2 weeks duration):  

--  Students decide on a target audience and method of dissemination; 

-- Students draft body of information they wish to communicate from documents noted above; their product must include at least two of the graphical illustrations

-- Students show instructor original draft of product, instructor provides feedback

Phase III (1 week duration):  Students revise product into final form, discuss with instructor their plan of dissemination 

Phase IV (some specified time interval):  Students execute their plan of disseminating their product according to a an agreed-upon schedule

	Assessment/evaluation or follow up
	Final product graded as major course project according to rubric developed by instructor (available upon request)

	Relationship to sustainability
	Since mitigating the effects of climate change will include reducing greenhouse gas emissions as well as preparing for inevitable changes in water supply and other environmental effects that define climate change in the Hudson Valley area, this project has a direct bearing on moving the region’s population towards more sustainable living.

	Additional resources
	Could be obtained by contacting Allen Frei and/or Carina Molnar 

	Alternatives
	Follow-up would be desirable --  contacting target audiences and evaluating effectiveness of student “presentations,” if possible


